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The Take-Home Cancer Drug Fund
What is the Take Home Cancer Drug Fund?
The Take Home Cancer Drug Fund is a fund available through the Nova Scotia 
Health Authority Cancer Care Program.  The fund helps patients who are faced 
with very high costs for their take home cancer drugs.
 
How does it work?
To access this fund, patients must:
•	 Be a Nova Scotia resident with a valid Nova Scotia Health Card.
•	 Be taking cancer drugs at home.
•	 Have accessed all other sources of financial assistance available, including 

private, public, and manufacturer assistant programs.
•	 Have out-of-pocket expenses for eligible take-home cancer drugs greater than 

4% of net family income, found on line 236 of the Canada Revenue Agency’s 
Notice of Assessment. For example, a patient with a net family income of 
$30,000 will not pay more than $1,200 out-of-pocket each year for approved 
take-home cancer drugs.

•	 Register with the Nova Scotia Family Pharmacare Program  
(www.nspharmacare.ca).

Cancer patient navigators, social workers and medication resource specialists 
will help patients access these programs. A coordinator will answer questions 
and provide support related to the fund.
 
What drugs are covered by this fund? 
This fund covers drugs that are used to treat cancer (chemotherapy, hormonal 
therapies and immunotherapies). Only drugs that are publicly insured by the 
Pharmacare Programs are covered by this fund. The Nova Scotia Formulary 
provides details about Pharmacare drug coverage and clinical criteria  
https://novascotia.ca/dhw/pharmacare/documents/formulary.pdf. 

Do you have questions? Please ask your medication resource 

specialist, cancer patient navigator, social worker or the take-home 

cancer drug coordinator (1-866-599-2267, option 2).
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Supportive care drugs such as anti-nausea and pain drugs are not covered.  
These drugs may be covered by insurance, including public drug plans such as 
the Family Pharmacare Program. The new fund does not provide support for 
cancer treatments that are not covered by the Nova Scotia Pharmacare Programs 
or when a patient does not meet the Pharmacare funding criteria.  
 
How is a patient’s income calculated?
Patients who use this fund must give proof of family income. Help is based on 
net family income shown on line 236 of the Canada Revenue Agency’s Notice of 
Assessment. If your family income is a lot less now than what is shown on your 
Notice of Assessment, other sources of proof may be used. The fund coordinator 
can explain what else you can use to prove your income if your Notice of 
Assessment is out of date.
 
When will the fund be accessible to patients?
The fund is available as of February 2018. 
 
How do patients access this new fund?
Cancer patient navigators, social workers, and medication resource specialists 
will help you access this new fund. A coordinator will provide support to staff and 
patients (1-866-599-2267, option 2.) 
 
Who do I call to learn more?
For information about this fund, please call 1-866-599-2267, option 2.

Please note: Your income and financial information are not part of your 
patient record.
The toll-free number for Canada Revenue Agency is 1-800-959-8281.
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This pamphlet is for educational purposes only. 
It is not intended to replace the advice or professional judgment of a health care provider. 

If you have any questions, please ask your health care provider.

Patient and family feedback is very important to us. 

We would like to invite you to send any comments or suggestions on how to improve this 
booklet to education.cancercare@nshealth.ca or feel free to call us at 1-866-599-2267.


